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Maria Papadimitriou

Maria Papadimitriou is a Greek
contemporary visual artist. After
graduating with an honours degree
in painting from the École Nationale
Supérieure des Beaux-Arts (ENSBA),
Paris, Papadimitriou began practicing
as a visual artist in 1989. She uses
the medium of painting sculpture,
installation, public art, video and
photography to realise her artworks.
She is known as an artist for her
ability to investigate collaborative
projects and collective activities that
highlight the interconnection between
art and social reality. She teaches at
the Dept. of Architecture, University
of Thessaly, she is the founder of
T.A.M.A. (Temporary Autonomous
Museum for All) 1998 and SOUZY TROS
Art Canteen. Since 2017 she is the coleader artist at Victoria Square Project
in collaboration with the american
artist Rick Lowe. In 2003 she won the
DESTE prize for contemporary Greek
art and ιn 2016 she was awarded
with the rank of “Officier dans l’Ordre
des Palmes Academiques” by the
French government. Papadimitriou’s
work has been shown internationally
in private and public institutions,

including NEON organisation, Athens,
Greece (2021), Gherdëina Biennal,
Ortisei, Italy (2020), Mario Merz
foundation, Torino (2020 -21) and
(2019), Cycladic Museum, Athens (
2017), Onassis foundation New York,
(2016), 56th Venice Biennial, Italy
(2015), DESTE foundation, Greece
(2014), Museum of Contemporary
Art,
Marseille,
France.(2012),
Louisiana Museum of Modern Art,
Denmark (2011), Royal Academy
of Arts, London (2010-11), The
Haifa Mediterranean Biennale, Israel
(2010), 10th Lyon Biennial, France,
Kunsthaus Graz, Austria.(2009), 7th
Gwangju Biennale, Gwangju, Korea
(2007). 1st Thessaloniki Biennale
of Contemporary Art (2007). 1st
Bienal de Arquitectura Arte Paisaje
de Canarias (2006-7). Pavilion of
Contemporary Art, Milan (2006),
Bâtiment d’Art Contemporain, Geneva
(2007). EPO Munich (2006). MM
Projects Rincon, Puerto Rico (2004).
Olivetti Foundation, Rome (2004).
Museo Reina Sofia, Madrid (2004).
Manifesta04, Frankfurt (2003), 25th
Sao Paulo Biennial (2002)
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If I were you

IF I WERE YOU

MARIA PAPADIMITRIOU
I dreamed I was a fox
If I were a fox I would love my tail
I dreamed I was a butterfly
If I were a butterfly I would fly here and there
sucking your nectar with my sting
I dreamed I was a swan
If I were a swan I would stretch my neck to
reach you
I dreamed I was a cockroach
If I were a cockroach I would wander around
your pipes because I like the dark
I dreamed that I was a dog
If I were a dog I would be loyal and I would
wait for you
I dreamed I was a wild boar
If I were a wild boar I would open roads in
the forest
I dreamed I was a white whale,
If I were a white whale, I would bounce in the
foam of the sea, nostalgic for Captain Ahab
I dreamed that I was a seagull
If I were a seagull I would run behind your
mast
I dreamed that I was an eagle
if I were an eagle I would desire the peaks of
your mountain
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I dreamed I was an ant
If I were an ant I would love the land and its
resources
I dreamed that I was a peacock
if I were a peacock I would be in love with
my wings
I dreamed I was a cat
if I were a cat I would sharpen my fingernails
I dreamed I was a monkey
if I were a monkey I would laugh at the evolution of man
I dreamed that I was a snake
if I were a snake lazily I would come to you
and hug you to death
I dreamed I was a sparrow
if i were a sparrow i would love nothing

Maria Papadimitriou

Maria Papadimitriou, If I were you, 2021
Courtesy of the artist
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